
TOWN OF GOULDSBORO 

SHELLFISH CONSERVATION ORDINANCE 

Adopted: June 19, 2001 
Amended: June 11, 2008 
Amended: June 12, 2013 
Amended: June I 0, 2015 

Rewrite approved-June 15, 2016 
Amended: June 14, 2017 
Amended: June 26, 2019 

l. AUTHORITY
This ordinance is enacted in accordance with 12 M.R.S.A. Section 6671. 

2. PURPOSE:
To establish a shellfish conservation program for the Town of Gouldsboro which will 
ensure the protection and optimum utilization of shellfish resources within its limits. 
These goals will be achieved by means which may include: 

A. Licensing
B. Limiting the number of shellfi h harvesters
C. Restricting the number and area where digging is permitted
D. Limiting the minimum size of clams taken
E. Limiting the amount of clams taken daily by a harvester

3. SHELLFISH CONSERVATION COMMITTEE:
The Shellfish Conservation Committee consisting of five (5) members to be appointed by 
the selectmen for terms of one ( l) year will administer the Shellfish Conservation 
Program for the Town of Gouldsboro. 

The Committee's responsibilities include: 

A. Submitting to the Board of Selectmen proposals for the expenditures of funds
for the purposes of shellfish conservation;
B. Keeping this ordinance under review and making recommendations for it�
amendments;
C. Securing and maintaining records of shellfish harvest from the town's managed 
shellfish areas and closed areas that are conditionally opened by the Department 
of Marine Resources; 
D. Recommending conservation closures and openings to the Board of Selectmen
in conjunction with area biologists of the Department of Marine Resources;
E. Submitting an annual report to the Municipality and Department of Marine
Resources covering the above topics and all other committee activities;
F. Conducting conservation programs.

4. AUTHORIZATION TO MAKE CONSERVATION CHANGES:























CONSERVATION EXCEPTIONS 

The Board of Selectmen are authorized to make changes to certain conservation limits in this 
ordinance after receiving recommendations from the Shellfish Committee and after following 
proper hearing procedures. These changes will take effect five days from the date of approval 
and with public notification. 

Exception: Night Harvesting: The change would allow the harvest of clams 2 hours before 
sunrise and 2 hours after sunset from November l until March l. 

Exception: Sunday Harvesting: Clams can't be harvested commercially on Sunday but can be 
harvested recreationally on Sunday. The change allows the commercial harvest of clams on 
Sunday from November I until March l. 

Exception: Volume Limits: It shall unlawful to take or harvest more than I bushel of soft-shell 
clams from Stave Island Bar in I day. 

Exception: Conservation hours will be 7 hours per year for physical flat time and 3 hours of 
commiltee meeting time. 

Exception: Conservation time for a Commercial License for a person for a person 65 years of age 
is at least 3 hours. 

Exception: Conservation time for a Junior Commercial License is at least 5 hour�. 

Exception: Night + Sunday Harvesting: Harvesting clams from 2 hours before sunrise and 2 hours 
after sunset along with Sunday digging, extending it through March 31st. (Effective 3/11/2023).
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